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A Data Snapshot of Pandemic 
Impact on Small Businesses
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A North Carolina Perspective – Young Firms Lead

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics

2



3/31/21

2

Pandemic Impact on small businesses: highlights 
from Census Bureau Pulse Survey – Mid March

Large Negative National Impact by 
Sector

• Largest Negative Impact in
• Accommodations and Food 
• Arts and Entertainment
• Education
• Mining (left side of chart)
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Pulse Survey: 25% of NC small businesses have large 
negative impact; 44% have moderate impact 
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Pulse Survey: moderate negative impact steady over 
time, large negative impact has declined since Spring
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