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Why do 
farmworkers
need a program?
• Average annual income $11,000 for 6 days

labor per week, often 12 hour days from
sunup to sundown

• Agriculture is one of the most dangerous
occupations in the US

• 94% have income at or below poverty level

• 90% are uninsured

• 90% are not comfortable speaking English

• Many have unsafe living conditions
• Crowded barracks
• Pesticide contamination
• Work camps are intentionally hidden

from public view and isolated

• Many have no independent transportation
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Change focus from
farmworkers only
to Farmworkers

AND All Agricultural
Partners

• Growers
• Farm labor contractors
• NC State Agricultural Extension Services
• Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, 

reimbursement for isolation housing
• Department of Commerce – Ag services
• Department of Labor
• Department of Health and Human Services, 

epidemiologist and EY consultant
• NC Agromedicine Institute, partner in internet 

connectivity and reimbursement for isolation
housing



Outreach to 
Employers

• Webinars in collaboration with Agromedicine
Institute

• Mask and Sanitizer distribution through Ag 
Extension Offices

• Materials in English/Spanish on managing
COVID outbreaks distributed to registered
Migrant camps through Department of Labor 
inspectors

• Vaccinations on arrival to a central location
through DHHS vaccine vendors, DHHS 
interpreters

• Outreach directly to employers to facilitate
vaccinations as quickly as possible after arrival
through local teams anchored by Ag Extension
agents



NC Farmworker 
Vaccination Plan

• Collaborate with an Agricultural Extension agent in each county

• Create a local team consisting of Ag Extension agent, outreach worker, vaccine
provider (county health department, community health center or migrant health
center) that have all arrival information and reach out to growers

• Deploy a DHHS funded vaccine provider to offer vaccines to farmworkers on
arrival at a central reception hub

• NC State Extension created and has deployed a vaccine education module for
farmworkers “Me Informo y Decido” or “Get Informed and Decide” 



Approximately 5000 vaccines/boosters administered at the reception hub
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